If we had to think of one core, missing
ingredient in the world today, it would be
peoples’ inability to think critically; to think
logically, fairly and rationally.

It follows, then, that the quality of our thinking
is the primary determinant of the quality of our
lives. It has implications for how we go about
doing, literally, everything we do.

This is an optional extra subject that is not a
required curriculum subject, but one that we
believe is absolutely vital. Here’s why;

Therefore, learning to think at the highest
level of quality, or to think critically, is too
important to leave to chance. Critical thinking
is the disciplined art of ensuring that you use
the best thinking you are capable of using in
any set of circumstances. Through developed
critical capacities, you can take command of
the thinking that is commanding you.

There is nothing we do as humans that does not
involve our thinking. Our thinking tells us what
to believe, what to reject, what is important,
what is unimportant, what is true, what is false,
who are our friends, who are our enemies, how
we should spend our time, what jobs we should
pursue, where we should live, who we should
marry, how we should parent.

Everything we know, believe,
want, fear, and hope for, our
thinking tells us.

Becoming a critical thinker requires that you
learn to observe, monitor, analyse, assess,
and reconstruct thinking of many sorts in
many dimensions of human life. It requires
the building of important habits of mind. It
has implications for every act that takes place
in your mind. It requires a special form of
dedication and perseverance, honesty and
integrity.

We will try to show you how to use your mind
to improve your mind. Many of the ideas we
cover can help you take command of the mind
that is controlling your thoughts, emotions,
desires and behaviour.
Our hope is not in a miracle transformation, but
in laying a foundation for your future intellectual
and emotional growth. We are merely scratching
the surface of deep and complex topics. We
do not provide a quick fix, but rather places to
begin. When you begin to take your intellectual
growth seriously, you begin to see payoffs in
every part of your life.
But first, you must wake your mind up. You
must begin to understand your mind. You must
begin to see when it is causing you problems.
You must begin to see when it is causing
others problems. You must learn how to trap
it when it tries to hide from itself (using one of
the many forms of self-deception of which it is
naturally skilled). You must discover some of
the trash and nonsense you have unknowingly
taken in during years of passive absorption –
to which all of us are subject. We will help to
show you how to begin.

William James, the father of psychology in
America, once said, “A great many people
think they are thinking when they
are merely rearranging their
prejudices.” Everything we do
involves thinking. Our quality of
life depends on the quality of our
thinking. But for the most part,
very few people are taught how
to engage in clear thinking. If
our thinking is flawed, it follows
that we will experience
problems in life. Many of our
regrettable actions emerge from
faulty reasoning.” Yet very few
people really question the
quality of their thinking. It is
human nature to believe that
what we think is right.
“Humans are prejudiced.
We stereotype one
another. We are often
hypocritical.” And we often
engage in thinking which justifies
behaviour that includes stealing,
killing and torture. “In short, we
naturally think that our thinking
is fully justified.”

Our thinking controls our emotions and our
decisions – which of course leads to our
circumstances. If you wish to change your
circumstances, you must change your way of
thinking. Then we are given the basics of critical
thinking: Clarity, accuracy, precision, relevance,
depth, breadth, logic, significance and fairness.
Trying to improve your life without working on
the root issue will not yield sustainable results.
Students need to strengthen their thinking
and writing skills to better learn and retain
information, and improve their overall academic
performance.
We believe critical thinking is a process for
taking charge of and responsibility for one’s
thinking. It fosters the development of basic
intellectual skills students need to think through
content in any class, subject, or discipline, as
well as through any problem or issue they face.
Simply stated, it offers students the intellectual
tools they need for lifelong learning, and
rational, conscientious living.

We try to supply the Tools for
Taking Charge of Your Learning
and Your Life.
This course is designed to help students
engage in critical thinking within the discipline
or subject matter they are studying. In
addition, students will better appreciate the
power of the discipline they are studying, see
its connections to other fields and to their
day-to-day lives, maintain an overview of the
field so they can see the parts in terms of the
whole, and become active learners, rather than
passive recipients of information.

Too much learning at school is based on memorization of facts! Students cram in information and
then spit it back out in order to pass an exam, without ever having to think about the content!
The typical school is one where students become progressively more passive and bored, where
students begin to accept memorization as the way to learn, where they fail to see school as a
place where one gains important knowledge one can use in solving life’s problems.
Critical thinking is at once simple and complex. Though there are many layers to critical thinking,
and you can always deepen your understanding of it, there are some basic ideas in critical thinking
that, if taken seriously, can almost immediately improve the quality of your life. This course is for
anyone interested in improving the quality of their lives by improving the quality of their thinking.
It fosters the development of basic intellectual skills students need to think through content in any
class, subject, or discipline, as well as through any problem or issue they face.

In short, it is
indispensable!

Visit http://cyberschoolgroup.com/ or
call +27 (0) 73 666 3692 (Office hours) for enrollment

